CHAPTER    III
PREPARING TO RECEIVE COMPANY

LEEBY    WAS    AT   THE    FIRE    BRANDERING    A

quarter of steak on tlie tongs, when
the house was flung into consternation by
Hendry's casual remark that he had seen
Tibbie Mealmaker in the town with her
man.

" The Lord preserve's! " cried Leeby.
Jess looked quickly at the clock.

" Half fower! " she said, excitedly.

"Then it canna be dune/' said Leeby,
falling despairingly into a chair, " for they
may be here ony meenute,"

** It's most michty/' said Jess, turning on
her husband, " 'at ye should tak a pleasure in
LEi' this hoose to disgrace.   Hoo did ye
suner ? "